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Getaway driver in S 
murders gets 13 years 


London — received a 156-month Prosecutors say the Londons 
BY MICHAEL GORDON sentence from U.S. District were targeted by a Charlotte 
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com Judge Max Cogburn. gang cell of United Blood Na- 
Johnson will get credit for the tion after three members at- 
Three hours behind the wheel three years she’s spent in jail tempted to rob the couple’s 
on the night of two of Char- since her arrest. That means the Pineville mattress store in May 
Observer file photo Jotte’s most notorious murders daughter of a one-time law 2014. The Londons were mur- 
Briana Johnson, shown outside a will keep Briana Johnson behind enforcement officer and a form- dered in October to keep them 
2015 court hearing, was bars for 10 more years. er member of the Central Ca- from testifying at the upcoming PERE audi 
sentenced to 13 years in prison On Thursday, the 22-year-old barrus High School color guard trial, court documents say. Observer Mephoty 
Thursday in connection with the Concord woman — the getaway will spend about a decade in Three months later, FBI Doug and Debbie London of 
2014 killings of Doug and Debbie driver in the May 2014 gang federal prison before she is Lake Wylie, S.C., were murdered 
London inside their home. slayings of Doug and Debbie freed. SEE MURDERS, 14A _ in their home in 2014. 
NC SENATE RACE 


Democratic A HOLY WEEKEND 
eae FOR 2 FAITHS BEGINS 


pragmatism 


BY JIM MORRILL 
jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 


For six years Joel Ford has 
been a Democratic member of 
the North Carolina Senate. He 
was a Democratic candidate for 
mayor last fall and before that 
chaired the Mecklenburg Demo- 
cratic Party. 

But along the way Ford has 
worked with Republicans. And 
now he faces a challenger who 
questions his 
party allegiance. 

“T don’t believe 
that we need to 
appease Repub- 
licans,” said 
Democrat Muj- 
taba Mohammed. 
Joel Ford “We’ve got to be 
able to provide 
people... witha 
bold progressive 
vision.” 

As much as any 
N.C. contest, the 
primary in Senate 
District 38 re- 
Mujtaba flects national 
Mohammed Democratic divi- 

sions between 
progressive ideals and prag- 
matic moderation, between 


JEFF SINER jsiner@charlotteobserver.com 


standing on principle or stand- At St. Peter Catholic Church in uptown Charlotte, priests and lay servers washed parishioners’ feet during the Maundy Thursday service, 


ing with Republicans if that’s as Jesus did for his disciples. 


what it takes in a state where 
Republicans hold a solid grip on 


the General Assembly. his is the holiest of weekends for Christians as Christian calendar, church bells will ring and choirs will 


“I would describe it as a philo- well as the start of Passover, a major holiday sing “He is risen! 


sophical difference within the 


1” 


as Protestants and Catholics celebrate 


Democratic Party,” said Ford, for Jews. Jesus’ resurrection. 
reciting a litany of his communi- On Maundy (or Holy) Thursday, Christians Orthodox Christians, who follow a different calendar, 
hee o. a remember Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples. At will celebrate Easter, or Pascha, on April 8 this year. 
ency, don’t have the luxury of churches such as St. Peter Catholic in uptown Charlotte, At sundown Friday, Jews will usher in Passover, or Pe- 
e i aaa to priests and lay servers imitated Christ by washing par- sach, an eight-day festival that commemorates the Is- 

Party credentials are likely to ishioners’ feet and dispensing the Eucharist. raelites’ freedom from slavery in ancient Egypt. Jewish 
be a factor in a primary that On Good Friday, Christians will mark Jesus’ death by families mark this event with a ritual meal called a Seder. 
typically draws the most com- ae ; i ‘ 
mitted and partisan voters. crucifixion. Passover this year will end at sundown April 7. 

And on Easter Sunday, the most important day on the — TIM FUNK 
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GALA Tickets available at www.jcsu.edu/gala 


+ 


Sat. April 7, 2018 
Cocktail Reception 6 p.m. | Dinner Reception 7 p.m. 
Charlotte Convention Center, Crown Ballroom 


